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Reducing the Costs of Your Wedding

Like m any other brides- to-be, you’re probably wondering how to reduce wedding cost s.  While 
every bride has her list  of “m ust -haves” , there are bound to be a few areas where you can cut  
back.
Below is a list  of the biggest  wedding m oney t raps.  These are the things that  are going to eat  the 
m ost  of your budget .

1. Wedding Date. The date you choose for your wedding has a big im pact  on how m uch it  will 
cost . Spring and sum m er m onths are m ore popular and com e with higher price tags. Many venues 
even have a m inimum  charge for weddings during these m onths.  By planning your wedding during 
the off-season, you can receive the sam e quality of services at  great ly reduced rates.

2. Tim e of Day . Dayt ime weddings can be significant ly less expensive than evening or night t ime 
weddings.  People are m ore likely to drink m ore in the evening. Addit ionally, a dinner m eal is more 
expensive than a lunch m eal.

3. Catering. The foods that  you choose to serve your guest s will probably be your biggest  
expense. I f a twelve course sit -down m eal is going to break the bank, t ry som ething like a buffet  
or a dessert - only recept ion.

4. Alcohol . While m ost  people do serve alcohol at  their weddings,  the choice to do so is up to you. 
You do not  need to offer  a full open bar. You are free to lim it  the am ount  of alcohol that  your 
guest s are served or only serve less expensive t ypes. Addit ionally, you can offer a cash bar,  where 
guest s pay for their own drinks.

5. Wedding Venue.  The actual venue of your wedding can vary great ly in cost  as well. Holding 
your cerem ony in a local park is going to cost  you less than holding it  in a luxury hotel. Keep in 
m ind, though, when choosing an inexpensive locat ion, you m ay need to pay addit ional cost s to 
decorate it  the way you would like.

6. Flowers. Flowers are also a large expense for a lot  of weddings.  Save m oney by using flowers 
that  are in-season and lim it ing the am ount  of flowers that  you use. There’s no reason to blanket  
the locat ion with flowers.

7. Photographer .  Choosing a well- known wedding photographer could cost you your first -born. To 
save m oney, hire a photographer who’s just  st art ing out .

8. Cake. Wedding cakes can also be a r idiculously huge expense. Save m oney by ordering a large 
sheet  cake that  gets cut  up in the kitchen before serving. That  way you only have to spend m oney 
on a sm all display cake.
Alternat ively, cupcakes or several sm all cakes m ake good opt ions.

9. The “W”  Word. Sim ply say the word ‘wedding’ to a vendor and prices suddenly double!  Vendors 
know that  brides are desperate buyers who are willing to spend anything to get  the ‘r ight ’ thing 
for their wedding. When shopping around, t ry to avoid using the word ‘wedding’ when ask ing for 
price quotes.

By knowing ahead of t im e where your m oney is likely to be spent ,  you can plan m ore easily. You 
don’t  need the best  of everything. A few sm all sacr ifices can help significant ly reduce the cost  of 
your wedding.
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5 Ways to Cut Wedding Alcohol Costs

To booze or not  to booze? That  is the quest ion. On one hand, we want  t o be gracious host s and 
m ake sure that  all of your wedding guest s are having a great  t im e. On the other hand, serving 
unlim ited am ounts of alcohol can cost  quite a bit .

How can you cut  wedding alcohol cost s but  st ill keep your guest s happy? Here are five things you 
can do which won’t  cause you to take out  a loan.

1. Don’t  Offer I t . To m any people, this seem s like an unthinkable solut ion. After all, guest s need 
their alcohol r ight? Som e people have valid reasons for not  serving alcohol. 
Perhaps the bride and groom  sim ply don’t  enjoy drinking. Perhaps there are guest s who are 
recovering alcoholics and the bride and groom  want  to be considerate of these people. But  you 
don’t  have to have a specific reason why you’re not  serving alcohol. I t ’s your part y and there’s no 
rule that  says you have to serve alcohol. I f you are t reat ing the
guest s,  then they have no right  to com plain about  what  is served to them .

2. Offer a Cash Bar. A cash bar allows your guest s to purchase alcohol if they want  it . Often, non-
alcoholic drinks are free. This m ethod seem s fair because it  allows guests who want  to drink the 
opt ion of drinking, but  keeps you from  get t ing stuck with the bill.  However, som e people view this 
as being a bit  rude. I t  depends on the nature of your fr iends and fam ily and what  is considered 
norm al with you.

3. Serve Beer and Wine Only. Beer and wine are often the cheapest  choices when it  com es to 
alcohol. By serving only beer and wine, you will keep people happy (m ost  people enjoy one or t he 
other) , but  also keep your own
cost s down.

4. Serve a Punch. Another way to cut  wedding alcohol cost s is to serve a punch. Many venues 
offer  an alcoholic punch as a way to keep alcohol cost s down. This is a great  opt ion if your guest s 
are not  beer and wine lovers.

5. Create a Signature Drink. Venues will often provide lower rates if only one type of alcohol is 
being served. They can do it  because it  is easier for the bartenders to m ake just  one kind. 
Creat ing a “signature dr ink”  can be a way of expressing the two of you as a couple. 

Having a beach wedding? How about  serving Mai Tais? I s the city m ore your thing? Try a 
Cosm opolitan!

Rem em ber, the choice to serve alcohol or  not  is a choice that  only you can m ake. You know your 
guest s and your own budget  the best  and it ’s your j ob to find a way to keep both happy.
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How to Save Money on Wedding Rings

Many people get  so caught  up by planning the wedding fest ivit ies that  they alm ost forget  about  
the r ings!  

When they finally do start  to look at  wedding r ing prices, they’re shocked at  how m uch they can 
cost .

These 10 t ips will help you to save m oney on your wedding r ings.

1. Don’t  Buy Plat inum . These days plat inum  is the m ost  popular m etal for wedding bands. But  it ’s 
expensive and you don’t  need it . Most  people won’t be able to tell the difference, and if they can, 
they probably don’t  care. 
Opt for a cheaper m etal such as gold, white gold, si lver, or even t itanium .

2. Diam onds Aren’t  a Necessity . The diam ond indust ry has done a good job of m aking you think 
that  you need to have diam onds in your engagem ent  or wedding r ings.  Other st ones can look just  
as lovely without  cost ing as m uch.

3. Check Auct ion Sites.  You m ay be able to get  a good deal on r ings through an auct ion site. Not  
all things on auct ion sites are second-hand. These days,  m any st ores realize the wide audience 
they can reach by using auct ion sites and they use them  to auct ion off brand new product s.

4. Get  a Set . You m ay get  a discount  if you get  your r ings as part  of a set  or t r io ( two wedding 
r ings and an engagem ent  band) . Check  around for the best deal.

5. Use a Fam ily Heir loom . I f you’re lucky enough to have had jewelry handed down to you, there’s 
no reason you can’t  use that . Using a fam ily heir loom can be special and give the r ing even m ore 
m eaning.

6. Use a New Jewelry Designer . Som et im es your local college or art  school can have a budding 
young jewelry designer who’s willing to sell their pieces at  a deep discount  in order t o expand 
their port folio.

7. Check for Local Sales. Many j ewelry shops have big sales during Christm as and Valent ine’s Day. 
Visit  the stores during these t im es and you could get  a great  discount .

8. Choose a Thin Band. Wedding bands are often priced according to their weight . A thicker band 
will weigh m ore and thus be m ore expensive.

9. Check Online Sites. Make sure that  you check online and see where you can find the best  deal. 

10. Upgrade Later . So you can’t  afford your dream  wedding bands now. No big deal. Get  what  you 
can afford now and plan to upgrade them  for your 10 th anniversary, once you are m ore set t led 
and have m ore m oney.

The im portant  thing to note is that  buying your wedding r ings requires just  as m uch planning and 
effort  as planning every other part  of your wedding. I f you wait unt il the last  m inute, you’ll find 
yourself paying a lot  m ore than you would have liked.
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How to Save Money on Wedding Invitations

Do you want  t o save m oney on wedding invitat ions? The m ost  im portant  thing to think about  
when you’re looking for cheap wedding invitat ions is where you can cut  cost s and what  things are 
on your m ust -have list .
These suggest ions will help you to save m oney on your wedding invitat ions.

1. Do- I t -Yourself. Many people shy away from  m aking their own wedding invitat ions because they 
are worried that  they will look unprofessional and cheap. This doesn’t have to be the case. There 
are m any DI Y wedding invitat ion kits available that  you can purchase which are just  as elegant  as 
the wedding invitat ions that  you can buy from  a regular printer. I t  m ay take up som e of your 
t im e, but  the cost  savings will be significant .

2. Sim ple is Best .  I f you decide to go with a printer,  then sim ple invitat ions will always be the 
cheapest . St ick with a black font . Don’t  go for  all the bells and whist les (or r ibbons and lace) , and 
m ake sure that  you choose a standard shape for the invitat ion. Oddly shaped invitat ions m ay end 
up cost ing m ore at  the post  office.

3. Know How Many You Need. Every year, m oney is wasted when couples order t oo m any wedding 
invitat ions.  Before you order, m ake sure you have a very good idea of the num ber of people that  
you want  to invite. Then only order that  num ber of invitat ions,  plus about  25 ext ra for m istakes 
and last -m inute invites.  Worried that you m ight  m ake a m istake when you are writ ing the 
envelopes? Order ext ra envelopes. There’s no need to order ext ra invitat ions for m istakes on the 
envelope writ ing.

4. Don’t  I nclude a RSVP Card. I ncluding a separate card for people to RSVP m ay be the t radit ion, 
but  it ’s a sure way to double your postage cost s. I nstead, ask people to RSVP by telephone or 
em ail. You can even create a special website about  your wedding where people can leave a 
m essage that  they plan on at tending.

5. Send Online I nvitat ions. Online invitat ions m ay be tacky in som e circles,  but com pletely norm al 
in others. I f all of your guest s are regular em ail j unkies,  then sending invitat ions by em ail is a way 
to send your invitat ions for  free. Many websites will also allow guest s to RSVP right  on the site.

6. Shop Around. Just  because a website com es up first  in your search for ‘cheap wedding 
invitat ions’ doesn’t  m ean that  they are the cheapest . Make sure you check out  a wide variety of 
sources.  

A sm all local printer m ay be able to m atch the prices of the online giants and even throw in a few 
ext ras.

By cut t ing just  a few corners you will be able to drast ically reduce the cost s of your wedding 
invitat ions.
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Five Areas Where Expenses Should NOT be Cut.

With wedding cost s soar ing and everyone so focused on how they can save m oney on their 
weddings,  is there any areas where you should NOT t ry to save m oney?
There sure are. I n fact , I  know of five of them .

1. Your One Must -Have I tem . This item  varies by couple, but  there’s undoubtedly one thing that  
you really want  and if you don’t  have that  one thing you’re going to regret  it  for the rest  of your 
life. For som e people, this m eans being able to invite all 200 of their closest  fr iends.  For others,  it  
m ay be a part icular wedding dress.  Go ahead and spend the m oney. You can find ways to save 
from  other places.

2. Food and Drink. There are m any ways that  you can save m oney on catering cost s for  your 
wedding guest s.  But  the one thing that  rem ains constant  is that if you’re going to have a wedding 
recept ion, you m ust  at  least  serve som ething. Your guest s have taken the t im e to com e and 
they’ve very likely brought  you a present . Feeding them  is really the least  that  you can do.

3. Gift s for  Your Wedding Party. The people in your wedding party have worked very hard to m ake 
sure that  your wedding goes sm oothly and is as perfect  as you hoped it  could be. They deserve to 
be recognized for this.  You
don’t  have to buy expensive gifts for them , but  you do have to get  them som ething.

4. I nform at ion for Out  of Town Guest s. Your out  of t own guest s are spending a lot  of m oney to be 
with you on your special day. They m ay have to buy air t ickets,  hotel room s,  and rental cars;  all 
on top of your wedding gift . You don’t  have to be responsible for  paying these cost s,  but  m ake 
sure that  you m ake things as easy for them  as possible. Take the t im e to put  together a local 
inform at ion package. Let  them  know the best  hotels,  how to get  around town, and where all the 
good restaurants are. Your guest s will really be flat tered that  you took the t im e to do this.

5. Thank You Notes. Thank you notes sim ply need to be writ ten. You cannot just  say thank you at  
the recept ion. You cannot  send an em ail. You cannot call them  on the phone. I t ’s tacky. 

Thank you notes need to be hand writ ten and sent  in a t im ely m anner. You don’t  need to use 
expensive stat ionery, but you st ill need to send them . 

Your guest s were kind enough to give you a present . You should be kind enough to give a proper 
thank you.

These are all sm all but  im portant  details that  you cannot  dism iss. You m ay be able to save m oney 
on som e of them , but you cannot  forgo them  com pletely. They will m ake your guest s happy. 
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Choose an Off-Season Wedding

Are rising wedding cost s bringing you down? Choosing an off-season wedding m ay be just  the 
thing you need to have the wedding of your dream s and st ill st ay within your budget .

The m ost  popular wedding dates are in the late spring and sum m er. Unfortunately, these dates 
also com e with a hefty price tag. Wedding vendors are well aware that this is the busiest  season 
and they can charge m uch higher rates during these t im es, and brides and groom s (or their 
parents)  will happily pay for them . Often, wedding venues will have a m inimum  charge for 
weddings held during the peak season.

Marriage celebrants are also busy during the peak season and you m ay have a hard t im e securing 
your favorite. Many well- known celebrants are booked m onths,  if not  years ahead of t im e for the 
popular wedding dates.  I f you are not  organized about  this, you m ay m iss out  and not  be able to 
get  the m arriage celebrant that  you t ruly want .

But  frugal brides know that  having an off-season wedding could save you fift y percent  or m ore off 
the cost  of your wedding!

Because wedding venues are so desperate for your business during the autum n and winter 
m onths,  there are likely to be no m inim um  charges.  They are also m ore likely to throw in a few 
ext ras such as a room  for the couple ( if at  a hotel) , or an ext ra bot t le of cham pagne. You also 
have m ore bargaining power. A venue’s space is likely to go unused during the autum n and winter 
m onths,  so they m ay be m ore willing to negot iate a lower price for you.

Furtherm ore, other wedding vendors are less busy during the off-season and they too will fight  for 
your business. Photographers, caterers and m usicians in part icular will t ry to underbid each other. 
You are likely to get  the exact  vendor that  you want for a fract ion of what  you’d pay during the 
peak season.

You also will not  have to fight  for  your guest s at tent ion. Spring and sum m er are busy t im es for 
alm ost  everyone;  it ’s when m ost  people plan their holidays and have a lot  of weddings to go to. I f 
you hold your wedding during an autumn or winter m onth, your guest s are m ore likely to be able 
to com e.

Spring and sum m er are indeed great  t im es to have a wedding, but  when you
com pare the cost  of having your wedding during the peak-season vs.  off- season, the autum n and 
winter st art  t o look good.
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How to Save Money on Flowers

Are you wondering how to save m oney on flowers for a wedding? The cost  of flowers can vary 
widely depending on a num ber of fact ors.  Many frugal brides- to-be realize that  the types of 
flowers that  they choose to use in their wedding can m ean serious savings.

Here are som e ways that  you can save m oney on flowers for  a wedding:

1. Use I n-Season Flowers.  Flowers that  aren’t  norm ally available during the t im e of your wedding 
are going to be m ore expensive. I nst ead ask your florist  which types of flowers will be in-season 
and base your wedding planning around that .

2. Buy Your Flowers Wholesale and DI Y. I f you or another m em ber of your fam ily happens to be 
creat ive, you can order flowers wholesale online and m ake your own arrangem ents.  I f you choose 
to do this,  m ake sure that  you have a cool place to st ore the flowers. You don’t  want  them  dying 
before the wedding.

3. Chose a Date When the Venue Will be Decorated . Many churches and other wedding venues are 
beaut ifully decorated during certain parts of the year. I f you plan your wedding near Christm as or 
East er, for  exam ple, the church should already be decorated and you won’t  have to spend m oney 
on your own flowers.

4. Use Ar t ificial Flowers.  Yes,  som e fake flowers look cheap. But  there are m any art ificial flowers 
available that  look quite real. Using fake flowers has an added bonus that  they will never die and 
you can keep your bouquet  forever.

5. Create a Sim ple Bouquet  Yourself. There’s no need to have 50 roses in your bouquet .  I nstead, 
why don’t  you pick som e wildflowers and create a bouquet out  of those? A bouquet  like this can fit  
in with a wide variety of wedding them es.

6. Have Less People in Your Wedding. Everybody who’s in your wedding needs to get  flowers.  
Br idesm aids need bouquets and groom sm en need boutonnieres.  I f you reduce the num ber of 
people in your wedding party, then you’ll reduce the am ount  of m oney that  you have to spend on 
flowers.

7. Carry a Single Flower . I nstead of carrying a large bouquet , you can carry a single flower. This 
can look very chic and will save you a lot  of m oney. I f you st ill want  to carry a bouquet , perhaps 
the bridesm aids can carry a single flower.

8. Choose a Beaut iful Venue. Many venues are known for their natural beauty. A garden or beach 
wedding, for  exam ple, won’t  need m uch in the way of addit ional decorat ions.  Their beauty st ands 
alone. I f you select  a venue that is already beaut iful, then you can avoid spending m oney on 
flowers sim ply to m ake things look pret ty.

9. Don’t  Use Flowers. Who said that  flowers were required? Do your own thing and carry a candle. 
Or don’t  carry anything at  all. There are m any different things that  can decorate a venue just  as 
well as flowers that  aren’t  as expensive.

10. Pick an Off-Season Tim e.  There are certain t im es throughout  the year when flowers are known 
to be m ore expensive. I f your wedding is close to Valent ine’s Day, Mother ’s Day or during the 
wedding season (Septem ber- April) , then you can expect  your wedding flowers to be cost ly.

I n addit ion to these suggest ions,  speak with your florist  and let  her know what  your budget  is.  
She should be able to work within that  budget .
Whether you choose to lim it your select ion, or  elim inate flowers altogether, you can save m oney 
on flowers for a wedding.
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How to Get a Cheap Wedding Dress

Does paying $10,000 for a dress that  you’re going to wear just  one day m ake you reconsider your 
decision to get  m arried? Don’t  worry. With a lit t le bit  of careful planning and effort , you can find 
the cheap wedding dress of your dream s.  You don’t  have to pay an arm  and a leg.

There’s no real need to get  a t radit ional white wedding dress. Many other dresses look nice and 
don’t  com e with a wedding dress price tag. Before you spend a lot  of m oney on a wedding dress, 
take a look at  other dresses that  com e in white. Depending on the them e of your wedding, you 
m ay not  even need a white dress at  all.

The biggest  obstacle to get t ing a cheap wedding dress is the fact  that  m ost  discount sources are 
located online and you cannot  t ry the dresses on. This is incredibly nerve-wracking for m ost  
wom en as t rying on wedding dresses is very im portant . You need to m ake sure that  a part icular 
st yle looks good on you. Also, wedding dress sizes can vary great ly from  the sizes that  you are 
used to buying in the store. You need to have a good idea of what  you are looking for.

To do this,  visit  wedding stores in your area and t ry on m any different  dresses. Many stores will 
not  let  you take notes because they don’t  want  you to t ry to find the dress elsewhere. I f there’s a 
part icular dress that  you just  fall in love with, t ry to rem em ber the designer. At  the very least ,  by 
t rying on different  dresses,  you’ll get  an idea of what  st yles you like and what  looks good on you.

Feeling guilt y about  wast ing the t im e of the people at  the wedding dress shop? Once you have a 
bet ter idea of how cheaply you can get  your wedding dress through online sources, you m ay be 
able to bargain with them . Let  the shop know what  the other prices you saw are and tell them  that  
you’d prefer t o work with them . They m ay be able to reduce the price in order to get  your 
business.

The downside of buying your wedding dress online is that  you st ill will probably need to have it  
altered. Make sure that  you find a reputable seam st ress in your area. I t ’s best  if you can get  
recom m endat ions from  form er brides.  Your wedding dress is im portant  and it ’s point less to save 
m oney get t ing it  online, only to have a seam st ress ruin it .

Just  rem em ber, the m ost  im portant  thing about  your wedding is that  you’re m aking a prom ise to 
be with the m an you love forever.  The dress that  you’re wearing pales in com parison to that .
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How to Save Money on Wedding Catering

Wedding catering is undoubtedly one of the m ost  expensive cost s of a wedding. I t often eats up 
over half of the budget !

I s all this spending necessary? No!  With a bit  of creat ive planning, you can drast ically reduce the 
cost  of your catering.

For exam ple, the t im e of day that  you plan your wedding will great ly affect  the am ount  that  the 
food cost s. Lunch m enus will be significant ly less expensive than dinner m enus;  even if you are 
serving the exact  sam e thing!  I f possible, t ry t o plan your recept ion for earlier in the day so that  
you can serve lunch instead of dinner.

Another possibilit y is to hold your recept ion during a t im e of day where people wouldn’t  expect  to 
be fed a full m eal, such as during the afternoon or late in the evening. You can serve only hors 
d’oeuvres and wine, or dessert  and coffee, for exam ple. An afternoon tea party is a great  them e 
that  would reduce your catering cost s.  These types of recept ions m ay not  be as com m on, but  t hey 
are catching on in popularity and they can be just  as elegant .

I f you do choose to serve a m eal, you can save som e m oney by offering a buffet instead of a sit -
down m eal. Buffets can be a great  alternat ive because your guest s are able to choose what  they 
want  to eat . This is almost  always less expensive than a m eal that  is served direct ly to guest s.  
Most  caterers offer  this type of m eal.

You m ay also want  to consider the types of drinks that  you serve wisely. Alcohol cost s can really 
add up, and choosing not  to serve it  could cut  your catering bill in half. I t ’s up to you whether you 
want  to serve alcohol or  not , but  if you need to watch your budget ,  then you m ight  want  to 
consider serving less expensive alternat ives such as beer and wine.

I f possible, you can reduce the am ount  of t im e between when the recept ion starts and when the 
m eal is served. I f your recept ion is held at  the sam e locat ion as your wedding cerem ony, there’s 
no real need to wait  a long t im e to serve a m eal. By doing this,  you will save m oney from  not  
having to pass hors d’oeuvres around.

The cheapest  of all ways to feed your guest s is to design your recept ion as a
pot - luck m eal. This works best  when the m ajority of your guest s are not  t raveling from  out  of 
town. Every guest  can bring a special dish that  is shared between everyone. I f you’re going to opt  
for  this,  you need to m ake sure that  the venue allows you to bring your own food. Som e venues 
do not  perm it  outside food.

I t  is possible to reduce your wedding catering cost s, but  you need to decide what  is im portant  for  
you and where you can m ake cuts.  Once you know what  can go, the rest  is easy.
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20 Cheap DIY Wedding Centerpiece Ideas

For m any couples,  wedding centerpieces created by a florist  are way out  of their price range. Even 
a sim ple arrangem ent  could cost  you your first -born child if you have m any tables that  need a 
centerpiece. Luckily, a bit  of creat ivity could save you a sm all fortune. Check out  these twenty 
creat ive ideas for wedding centerpieces.

1. Art ificial Flowers. Before you start  cringing at  the idea of fake flowers, go to a store and check 
out  the art ificial flowers that  are available. The qualit y has great ly im proved in recent  years.  Using 
art ificial flowers will significant ly reduce the cost .

2. Float ing Candles. These look elegant  when lit  up, providing a rom ant ic atm osphere. Float ing 
candles com e in m any different  shapes and you should be able to find som ething that  m atches the 
them e of your wedding.

3. Sm all Fruit  or I ce Sculptures.  Check with local culinary schools.  There m ay be a budding young 
chef who would be happy to create beaut iful sculptures for a m odest  price.

4. Sm all Cakes.  I nstead of having one large wedding cake, buy several sm all ones in different  
flavors.  You can even encourage guest s to t ravel to other tables to sam ple the flavors. By doing 
this,  you’ll save on both centerpiece
and wedding cake cost s.

5. Children’s crafts.  I f your fam ily has a lot  of children, and children will be welcom e at  your 
wedding, have them  do som e craft  t o use as your centerpiece. They will be delighted to help out .

6. Mailbox with Paper and Pens.  Ask your guest s to write a short  piece of advice for the newly 
m arried couple. They can put  their let ters in the m ailbox.

7. Gam es. I f your fam ily is not  the type to dance wildly into the night , a few t ravel-sized gam es 
m ay be enough to keep people entertained.

8. Photos of the Couple.  Have a lot  of photos from  your m any adventures?
Now’s the t im e to show them  off. Put  pict ures of the two of you together on each of the tables.

9. Many Candles.  Using candles of varying heights can create a dram at ic effect . Scented candles 
m ay be overbearing and interfere with the taste of the m eal, so be sure to use unscented ones.

10. Fruit . A bowl of fresh fruit can be inexpensive and give a ‘hom ey’ feel to your tables.  Plus,  
guest s can eat  them  later!

11. Lucky Bam boo Plants. These work best  with an Asian them ed wedding, but  they can look 
elegant  in other set t ings as well.

12. Baskets.  Fill your baskets with whatever you like. Ar t ificial flowers,  ornam ents,  or  candy all 
m ake great  choices.

13. Glass Beads. A bowl filled with colorful glass beads is sim ple but  st ylish. These can be 
purchased in m any craft  st ores and you can choose colors that m atch the them e of your wedding.

14. Cupcakes.  These are another wedding cake alternat ive. There are m any
cupcake t rees available that  can spruce up your table.

15. Som ething Related to Your Hobbies. I f the two of you are avid bookworm s, use a stack of your 
favorite books as a centerpiece. Wine lovers? How about  a bot t le of wine with a custom  label? 
Choose som ething that  m atches your personality.
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16. Photos of Other Weddings. I f you have a lot  of older m arried couples that  will be at tending 
your wedding, why not  celebrate their love and com m itm ent  as well by showing pict ures of their 
weddings?

17. Seasonal I t em s. I n spring and sum m er, you m ay be able to collect wildflowers.  I n autum n 
colorful leaves are plent iful. And in winter, you can dress the table with evergreen.

18. Polaroid Cam eras and Scrap-Booking Supplies.  I f your guest s are crafty,  let  them  create a 
special m essage for you by taking their pict ures and creat ing a scrapbook page.

19. Fortune Cookies.  A bowl of fortune cookies is fun for everyone. You can even have fortunes 
custom  m ade for you wedding.

20. Fishbowls with Fish .  You can go a st ep further and put  the kissing gouram i in the fishbowls. 
These are fish whose lips are ext ra puckered for kissing. Just  m ake sure the fish all have a hom e 
when the wedding’s over.

Your wedding centerpieces should reflect  who you are as a couple. I t  doesn’t  have to be an 
expensive floral arrangem ent !  These ideas should help you get  st arted in finding the r ight  
centerpiece for your wedding. I t ’s your special day, so enjoy it !

This booklet  is available as a free download from :

Tom  Payne
Authorised Marriage Celebrant .

www.Tasm anianCelebrat ions.com .au
Em ail:  tom @Tasm anianCelebrat ions.com .au

PO Box 563 North Hobart  7002
Message and Fax:  03 6228 0188

   Mobile:  0407 093 291


